
Ministerie van 

Verkeer, Vervoer en Ruimtelijke Planning
Caroline Manuel

Invest in Willemstad conference, 
dec 5th 2023

WILLEMSTAD INNERCITY

Policy, Law and Regulations



Protected townscape



Monuments 



The World Heritage site
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Policy - 2



Policy - new
Onderwerp: Offerte Visieontwikkeling EOP artikel 4
Project: 2325_ Integraal Visiedocument Artikel 4 EOP
Datum: 15 oktober 2023
Opdrachtgever: VVRP, Land Curaçao



Procedure
Present a draft design
Ask for an approval in principle



Policy - monuments
1990
- As much 

buildings as 
possible in 
innercity,

- Small and 
simple ones. 



Policy –
monuments



Policy - 2 

- Evaluation Plan 1990
- Goals 
- Funding for restoration
- 14 projects 



Policy - 2 

- Ambition vs reality
- Funding
- Professionals
- Engament



Policy –
new



Policy 

Monuments -> part of urban area. 
Heritage can contribute to spatial 
transformations
Awareness and education
Intangible heritage



Legislation -
monuments



Legislation -
monuments

- Legal base to protect monuments, 
- Gives framework for regulation of subsidies
- Procedure monuments permit



Protection

- Owners or interested parties can apply for a 
protection,

- Government itself can also decide 
- Description needs to fit with criteria
- Legal procedure 
- Inscription Monument register
- Rights and obligations



Challenges



Adaptation



It works

Before



Finance

- Apply for subsidy and loan
- Monumentsfund Foundation
- Expert advice and guidance



Organization

Minister of Traffic, Transport & Urban Planning

Organization of Urban Planning Monumentscouncil

Monumentsfund Foundation

Private owners

NV Stadsherstel

Curacao Heritage Foundation



Legislation-
new



World Heritage 

The Historic Area of Willemstad, 
Inner City and Harbour

THE COMMITTEE DECIDED TO INSCRIBE THIS SITE ON THE BASIS OF 
CULTURAL CRITERIA (II), (IV) AND (V), CONSIDERING THAT THE HISTORIC 
AREA OF WILLEMSTAD IS A EUROPEAN COLONIAL ENSEMBLE IN THE 
CARIBBEAN OF OUTSTANDING VALUE AND INTEGRITY, WHICH 
ILLUSTRATES THE ORGANIC GROWTH OF A MULTICULTURAL COMMUNITY 
OVER THREE CENTURIES AND PRESERVES TO A HIGH DEGREE SIGNIFICANT 
ELEMENTS OF THE MANY STRANDS THAT CAME TOGETHER TO CREATE IT.



Inscription dec 4th, 1997 



We are a UNESCO World Heritage City.
One of 5 capitals in the Caribbean region. 
One of the 12 sites within the Kingdom
Joint responsibility VVRP & OWCS 



World Heritage - new



Palmyra



Liverpool



Just do the right thing right

Thank you


